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1. Introduction 

The URBAN-NET project addresses issues of urban sustainability in Europe. Its overall aim is to 
increase the cooperation and coordination between European Member and Associated States 
through networking and the collaboration on joint research activities. URBAN-NET is funded by 
the European Commission’s 6th Framework Programme under the European Research Area 
Network (ERA-NET) initiative. The project has wide geographical and cultural representation 
through its membership of 16 partners from 13 countries. It is managed by a consortium formed 
by these partners and will run for four years from August 2006 to July 2010. URBAN-NET sets 
out to address the urban research agenda in Europe and will result in long-lasting transnational 
coordination primarily through jointly funded research programmes.  

Work package 3 (WP3) aims to develop a joint understanding of the future agenda for urban 
research. More specifically, WP3 fulfils the vital role of determining common strategic areas for 
future action (research funding). This entails identifying commonalities between existing 
research programmes (cooperation with WP2) and developing and implementing a process 
capable of establishing strategic research areas which are of interest to the majority of 
consortium partners and those that would be most likely to be funded through transnational 
cooperation actions. 

As URBAN-NET has been preparing a pilot call for January 2008 it was necessary to split WP3 
into a two-step process: the short term requirements for integrated urban research (Deliverable 
3.1, which was finalized in October 2007) and a long term framework including strategies for 
identifying and addressing research needs as well as a stakeholder engagement plan (Del. 3.2 – 
3.4). Whereas the long-term framework is conceived by a complex process, it was decided by 
the consortium to apply a pragmatic method for the short-term requirements. 

This report focuses on the stakeholder engagement plan which is an important and inseparable 
part of the development of a European thematic framework for the establishment of future 
research priorities. It describes the process, timetable, methods to be used and tools prepared 
for partners to engage their national stakeholders to determine national research priorities.  
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2. Work process 

The ongoing process of developing a long term research framework and engaging national and 
European stakeholder entails following milestones and steps.  
 

1. Identification and filtering of relevant research areas by analysing the state of the art 
(draft paper which was based on desk top work by leader of WP3 and which was 
circulated in September 2007) 

2. Decision about character and idea of WP3 as well as about guidelines for the national 
stakeholder processes (which happened at Network Meeting 2 in September 2007) 

3. Feedback by the consortium to finalise the discussion paper “future research areas”. 
As a result, the research areas were redesigned and the finalised version of the paper 
was agreed by the Steering Committee in October 2007. Each research area is briefly 
described in terms of main trends and challenges, and an idea about future research 
needs and potential types of research projects is also given. The 15 research areas are 
as follows;  

 
1. Integrated urban management through multi-sector/-actor governance  

2. Demographic change - opportunities and consequences for cities  

3. Competitive urban futures and adaptation to globalisation  

4. Shrinking Cities  

5. Social stability and deprived neighbourhoods  

6. Migration and diversity as a challenge and an opportunity  

7. Health, quality of life and public spaces    

8. Proximity, access, transport and mobility  

9. Urban sprawl or compact city – integrated re-use of land  

10. Environmental management and social behaviour 

11. Housing and urban design in highly differentiated cities  

12. Climate change and ecological risk management  

13. Energy efficiency and infrastructure management  

14. Commercial locations and centralised supply areas  

15. Heritage, identity, culture, tourism and branding  

 

 The most up-to-date version of the discussion paper is included with this deliverable at 
Annex 1 and represents the status and the end of 2007. It is possible and desired to 
integrate further topical feedback of stakeholders to these research areas which will be 
considered in later deliverables as the work of WP3 and the project progresses. 

4. Carry out national stakeholder processes to prioritise the most relevant research 
areas. The idea is to choose 4 of 15 proposed research areas. All partners are involved 
and responsible for their own national process whereas an overall evaluation and 
summary will be produced by TÜV in March 2008. It is the aim of WP3 to gain 
stakeholder from different perspectives and functions (programme manager, scientist, 
networks and practitioners) 

5. Stakeholder Workshop in June 2008 to elaborate the chosen research areas. A 
preliminary concept paper has been developed by WP3 suggesting workshops in four 
parallel sessions. Workshop participants must have a strong relation to the pre-selected 
topical priority areas (area-related experts) and show an affinity to practical urban 
development or applied urban research. Participants who shall be involved at this 
workshop should have at least one of the following backgrounds: 
- Policy maker: local/regional political and administrative decision makers 
- Researcher: from research institutes and universities 
- Net-worker and multiplier:  
- Practitioners: e. g. representatives from local authorities 
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- Research manager: programme officer from URBAN-NET partner countries. 
- European Stakeholders in the field of urban development 

6. Different feedback loops within and outside the consortium to finalise the thematic 
research framework. Probably the enriched research areas will become the most 
important content of the overall framework being the basis for trans-national research 
projects and the final common call of URBAN-NET. The consortium will need to define 
exactly how this will be done after the June ’08 stakeholder workshop. 

 
The stakeholder process is a very good opportunity to promote and communicate URBAN-
NET´s idea and vision. But it also should gather relevant national input to the framework to 
validate, amend and prioritise the research areas being relevant at both national and European 
levels. Therefore every partner country has to organise an individual national process which is 
suitable to different situations and structures. For this purpose WP3 has developed flexible and 
differentiated tools that can be adapted to specific needs. The national processes could 
encompass workshop(s), meetings, personal or telephone interviews (see Annex 2 and 3) 

The first phase of the national stakeholder engagement will end at the end of February 2008. A 
small report (record) of the process and one vote per country to define four priorities of research 
areas will be available then. TÜV as leader of WP3 will analyse all the national feedback and 
votes and will find out the most relevant trans-national research areas by synthesising the votes 
and results provided from all countries. After choosing four areas the participants of Stakeholder 
Workshop 2 will be nominated. The national votes to record priorities and other useful 
information and reports will be collated through the use of a common questionnaire and a form 
(Annex 4 and 5).  
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3. Annex 

Annex 1 Discussion paper „Future Research Areas in the field of Urban Sustainability” 

Annex 2 Development of the URBAN-NET Thematic Research Framework - Guidelines for 
a National Stakeholder processes 

Annex 3 Possible Agenda for a national Stakeholder Workshop 

Annex 4 Questionnaire Future Research Areas  

Annex 5 Records National Stakeholder Process 
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Annex 1:  
Discussion paper Future Research Areas for urban sustainability 

 

I. Future Research Areas for urban sustainability  

Research areas are characterised by complex, inter-dependent and European or 

even global challenges. However, impacts as well as solutions and adaptations to 

these future developments are visible at the local level. The idea is to concentrate 

on future challenges and related developments as well as to describe research 
needs and possible approaches to deal with them.  

Although a number of diverse interdependencies between research areas exist, a 

clustering aligned to the most pressing challenges is necessary to make them 
manageable. The following thematic research areas have been identified as most 

relevant for urban sustainability and are thus filtered out of the existing sources 

stated in the annex. Below, these research areas, which are holding a substantial 
need for further research at European level, will be described in brief.  

 

Research Area  Summary  

1. Integrated urban 
management through 

multi-sector / -actor 

governance  

- Simultaneous and fair consideration of different 
concerns and interests 

- An inter- and trans-disciplinary urban policy and 

research which involves at least two sectors 
and policy areas and integrates the relevant 

stakeholders into a dialog and learning process 

2. Demographic change - 

opportunities and 
consequences for cities 

- A continuously ageing population in relative and 

absolute proportion  
- Elderly people with their special needs, interests 

and culture will play a dominant role in public 
space, housing, business and mobility as well 

as in social and health services 

3. Competitive urban 
futures and adaptation to 

globalisation 

- The competition of sites and cities has been 
intensified 

- Minimum size necessary to be visible and to 

handle the immense infrastructure costs 

- Exchangeable styles and designs all over the 
world 

4. Shrinking cities - Fast running de-industrialising or suburbanising 

developments cause city shrinkage 
- New functions for existing quarters and 

decisions whether some quarters should even 

be completely cut off 

5. Social stability and 
deprived neighbourhoods  

- Within the same city, considerable differences 
can prevail in terms of economic and social 

opportunities, but also in terms of the quality of 

the environment 
- Not only for minimising the impacts of deprived 

neighbourhoods on other quarters (re-active 

approach), but also for its own value an 

integrated urban policy is necessary (pro-active 
way) 

6. Migration and diversity 

as a challenge and an 

- Current and future challenges for cities caused 

by new circumstances of migration need to be 
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Research Area  Summary  

opportunity reflected 

- A new approach considering education and 
training needs, local labour market, 

intercultural public spaces and housing has to 
be developed within each city 

7. Healthy environments, 
public spaces and quality of 

life  

- The benefits and the necessity of high quality 
public as well as green spaces are broadly 

accepted 

- Most important in terms of urban management 
and urban research are financial and 

organisational aspects for planning, creating 
and maintaining public and green spaces 

8. Proximity, access, 
transport and mobility 

- All forecasts indicate that traffic growth will 
continue because of increasing mobility needs 

- A permanent task for cities is to reduce the 

traffic impacts 
- A basic policy and research orientation could be 

green/zero emission and safe transport 

9. Urban sprawl or compact 

city – integrated re-use of 
land 

- Particular environmental concerns are attested 

to urban sprawl which is characterised by 
growing and decentralised single function areas  

- The antithesis is the so called “compact city” 

which is characterised by a higher density of 
land use and a mix of functions 

- New land consumption for residential purposes 
must be minimised through reusing derelict or 
brownfield sites within the city 

10. Environmental 

management and social 

behaviour  

- Conflict between individual rationality and 

common quality of live 

- Two changes are necessary: a sustainable 
management of all natural media and a change 

of social behaviour and consumption patterns 

11. Housing and urban 

design in highly 
differentiated Cities 

- Increasing differentiation between regional 

housing market developments and the change 
in housing markets 

- Dissemination of existing knowledge and 

technology to new local solutions solving typical 
and overall future challenges 

12. Climate change and 

ecological risk management 

- Two strategies: Mitigation through reduction of 

greenhouse gases emissions in all sectors; 

Adaptation to climate change in terms of 
reduction and management of the expected 

impacts  

- A long-term vision of a “zero-emission-city” and 
an overall ecological risk management 

13. Energy efficiency and 

infrastructure management 

- Current available and economic technology to 

efficiently use the existing energy sources 

- Sum of many single measures and public or 
private investments in all parts of human and 

urban sectors 

14. Commercial locations 
and centralised supply 

- A spatial and regional concentration can be 
considered 
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Research Area  Summary  

areas - New huge commercial estates offering 

interesting architecture and specialised 
supplies, but creating neglected facilities in 

traditional sub or rural centres 

15. Heritage, identity, 

culture, tourism and 
branding  

- Each city tries to posses a unique architectural 

and to maintain a specific local culture 
- City tourism has become an important 

economic factor and its revenues enable the 

preservation of old buildings even in remote 
locations 

- The future urban challenge is how to maintain 
and improve the potential of civil engagement 
and participation for the city as a whole. 
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1. Integrated urban management through multi-sector/-actor governance 

 
Keywords 
Participation, democracy, user groups, municipal, local government, decision-

making procedures, interdisciplinarity and interconnection 
 

 

“Integrated urban development policy means simultaneous and fair consideration of 
the concerns and interests which are relevant to urban development. Integrated 

urban development policy is a process in which the spatial, sectoral and temporal 
aspects of key areas of urban policy are co-ordinated” (Leipzig Charta, 2007, page 

2). The integrated approach is undoubtedly a constitutional element of Urban 
Sustainability as the current and future problems and challenges are interrelated 

and mutually dependent. Without consideration of the existing ecological/spatial, 

economic and social relations and driving forces, single measures and projects 
would fail and create more damage than benefits in terms of future applications and 

solutions. Sectoral dependencies e.g. housing, mobility, electricity and water supply 

and return systems, production and consumption as well as education and training 

have to be mutually analysed and considered. Only an integrated approach and 
perspective enables the local decision maker to reach the ambitious goals of a 

sustainable urban development which is characterised by energy efficiency, social 

cohesion and cultural and economic prosperity as well as by health and safe built 
environments. Also different spatial levels (building, quarter, city and region) and 

many different stakeholder and interest-groups (sectoral and overall decision 
makers, citizens, concerned residents, entrepreneurs, interested laymen, experts 
and scientists) should be reflected and integrated. Therefore, an inter- and trans-

disciplinary urban policy and research has been agreed which involves at least two 
sectors and policy areas and integrates the relevant stakeholders into a dialog 

process. Not to combine too many goals and policy areas is needed to handle the 
real urban complexity, without overwhelming local action and decision making . 

 

Research need and contribution 

Research need exists in terms of measurability and effectiveness of integrated 

approaches as well as of comparison methods, processes and technologies. What 

are the critical success factors and what are the barriers of managing complexity for 

a sustainable future? How can a consistent local vision based on strengths and 
weaknesses be developed in order to coordinate different neighbourhoods, sectoral 

and technical plans and policies and to spatially focus the use of public funds? What 

is good urban governance and how could it be implemented and transferred? 
Integration should be an overall philosophy in urban management and could be 

linked with other visions like cradle-to-cradle or zero emission. Integration ought to 
be implemented in all research activities and projects dealing with urban 
development – regardless if it is a research area itself. 
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2. Demographic change - opportunities and consequences for cities 
 

Keywords 
Ageing, elderly, life-expectancy, birth rate, public services, sun cities, multi-
ethnicity, social conflicts, demography 

 
Not the decreasing size of households and changing family structures lead to the 

main demographic challenge cities are confronted with. It is the continuously ageing 

population in relative and absolute proportion, which is predicted to most European 
countries. Reasons are a longer life expectancy, a low birth rate and a later first 

birth per women. Over the next decades the average age of Europe’s population will 
increase to approximately 47 years or even higher in some countries and cities. The 

current average age is approximately 34 years. More than 35% of the population 
will be older than 60 years, which will impose enormous pressure upon the public 

pension systems. However, this is not the focus here. Elderly people with their 

special needs, interests and culture will play a dominant role in public space, 
housing, business and mobility as well as in social and health services. Therefore, 

cities are well advised to understand the obvious demographic changes and to 

develop attractiveness in a pro-active way. A positive vision stressing the quality of 

life is necessary to mobilize financial, political and personnel capacities to further 
develop and adapt the city.  

Besides a focus on the elderly, a sustainable local vision has also to incorporate and 

target at younger people and families. Many cities or even neighbourhoods will have 
to decide what direction they want to go. Extreme approaches are for instance the 

Sun cities, that are designed exclusively for people exceeding 55 years and which 
meet the human needs of this homogeneous group in a more specialised manner. 
Other examples are multi-generation and multi-ethnic models which seem to be 

more appropriate to European cities but which often hide the real existing conflicts 
and contradictions of different generations and ethnic groups. Integration is not as 

simple as it seems and migration does not solve all problems of a “lack” of younger 
people.  

 

Research need and contribution 

Research projects and scientific approach could help to develop the above named 

positive local vision by analysing interrelations, interdependencies and limits of 

adaptation and integration of different needs, interests and cultures. Also an 

European/international comparison or even a competitition of methods, theories 
and practises is imaginable. Could and should European Cities learn from American 

Sun Cities or are they two completely different models and philosophies? 

Cooperation with already existing initiatives and research activities (e. g. Global 
Age-Friendly Cities Project of World Health Organisation) is recommended.  
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3. Competitive urban futures and adaptation to globalisation 
 

Keywords 
Competitiveness, infrastructure, skills, industry, internationalisation, 24-hour city, 
communication technology, exchangeable styles, unemployment 

 
With the metaphor “globalisation”, all ongoing and expectable economic and 

technical changes are summarised having a huge impact on cities as the financial 

and institutional conditions are going to be under pressure. First of all, the 
competition of sites and cities has been intensified since information and 

communication technologies as well as rapid transport connections and cheap 
transport costs enable a real-time global market. Without a high-capacity 

infrastructure or without being a node in the global information network the local 
competitiveness will suffer. Cities need to define their role within the global process 

and to specialise in terms of abilities, products and markets which also could be 

knowingly local or regional. Another precondition for the global market is a 
minimum size to be visible and to handle the immense infrastructure costs. 

Probably the region or the metropolitan areas become more important.  

Secondly, due to global production and products as well as due to efficient 

production technology a lot of industrial jobs in the cities have been cut. Increasing 
local unemployment is the result of these global processes as personal skills and 

mobility, housing and production sites and also public services and infrastructure 

need a long time to be adapted to these new and fast changing framework 
requirements. Especially the poor and less skilled population groups “go to the 

dogs” and remain within the old industrialised city quarters which have lost their 
local and global function. “Labour -intensive industries in high wage-level countries 
are disbanded and transferred to low-wage areas. Also, other production locations 

which were previously in the urban area transfer their factories and works to 
“green-field sites”, where it is possible to acquire larger and less extensive land 

surface” (Research and training needs, annex page 15, 2006). Cities in the 
periphery without a special landscape potential or any unique selling point will not 

be able to guaranty high standard public services and supplies.  

Other implications of globalisation are the internationalisation of architecture and 
the mainstreaming of exchangeable styles and designs all over the world. The 

extension of private time frames to 24 hours a day leads to a demand on around-
the-clock public infrastructures and supplies which are not prepared and financially 
equipped to do so. This refers to the identity and organisational basis of cities which 

both are changing, but which are wished not to change too rapidly by local 
populations.  

 

Research need and contribution 

Research methods could help to understand the ongoing processes and develop 
means on how to react strategically to changing circumstances. An analyses and 
documentation of best practise is as useful as recommendations about intergrated 

models and strategies.  
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4. Shrinking Cities 
 

Keywords 
Suburbanisation, abandonment, crime, regeneration, degeneration, disintegration, 
urban art, fast ongoing structural changes 

 
In cases of economic fractures and fast running de-industrialising or suburbanising 

developments a new type of city is emerging. The so called “Shrinking City”, in 

which economic, social and spatial developments cumulate in a fast ongoing 
downward spiral, creates largely abandoned quarters or even “ghost towns”. For 

reasons of focusing public support it is necessary to decide on new functions for 
existing quarters and whether some quarters should even be completely cut off. 

The challenge is not only a decreasing population or unused buildings but the 
intensity, rapidity and dimension of changes which are accelerated by the often 

mono-structured economy within the concerned cities. When additionally criminal 

activities come into play, no-go areas could be a possible consequence. Similar to 
growing cities it is a huge management and cultural task to handle this nearly 

uncontrollable process. To emphasize and develop new qualities in a city going 

through an existential crisis is however a completely different issue than to build 

new houses and infrastructure for a growing population – and these cities are 
normally not in the position to finance the necessary investments.  

 

Paradoxically, shrinking cities could also be an effect of the ongoing urbanisation of 
metropolitian areas having negative consequences for smaller places and cities, just 

because they are small, especially in the already more sparsely populated regions. 
When young people leave for more prosperous regions services, health care 
centres, and, most negatively, schools gradually disappear and thus the possibility 

for young people to stay is further worsening. The downward spiral may not be as 
dramatic, but nevertheless requires new ideas just as the shrinking cities. 

 

Research need and contribution 

Shrinking cities could constitute a research area on their own, because they 

represent extreme examples of ongoing developments (globalisation and technical 
changes, deprived neighbourhoods, sub-urbanisation and migration etc.). A lot of 

studies and research materials are already available as well as the experience of a 

project analysing a great variety of international examples. Especially the cultural 

and experimental dimension of shrinking cites, which is often neglected in 
promoting urban development, offers a wide range of needs for future research.  
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5. Social stability and deprived neighbourhoods 
 

Keywords 
Deprivation, inequalities, disadvantage, poverty, unemployment, social cohesion, 
access, affordability, public services, education and physical upgrading 

 
Within the same city, considerable differences can prevail in terms of economic and 

social opportunities, but also in terms of the quality of the environment (for 

instance buildings, public space, infrastructure and air). Disadvantages cumulate in 
so called deprived neighbourhoods which are often characterised by a 

disproportionate number of poverty and unemployment, poor housing and run-
down or dysfunctional public spaces. The social exclusion often affects groups with 

an ethnic minority background living in the concerned quarters. Deprived 
neighbourhoods affect the city as a whole. The developments within these quarters 

are mutually interrelated so that projects and solutions need also to be connected 

and long-term oriented. With the “Leipzig Charter on Sustainable Cities” a special 
focus on the deprived neighbourhoods has been agreed by the involved Ministers. 

They are aware that “a policy of social integration which contributes to reducing 

inequalities and preventing social exclusion will be the best guarantee for 

maintaining the security in the cities” (Leipzig Charter, 2007, page 5). Not only to 
minimise the impacts of deprived neighbourhoods on other quarters (re-active 

approach), but also for its own value an integrated urban policy is necessary to 

develop and to improve such neighbourhoods and quarters (pro-active way). An 
affordable quarter must not mean that the living conditions are dangerous or 

unsafe. The point is to generate healthy and sustainable environments where 
everybody has equal access to public supplies and services. Of course national 
differences and regional mentalities have to be considered to develop these 

qualities. Four integrative mutually interrelated strategies are common sense to 
achieve this. They were decided by the Leipzig Charta and need a political priority 

at the local level in terms of financial and organisational issues: 
• Pursuing strategies for upgrading physical environment  

• Strengthening the local economy and local labour market policy 

• Pro-active education and training policy for children and young people 
• Promotion of efficient and affordable urban transport. 

 

Research need and contribution 

Research projects should concentrate on best practise and dissemination as well as 
on international comparisions and knowlegde transfer. This refers to local projects 

as well as to local networks in terms of empowerment and other organisational 

aspects. Annother important point could be – similar to the suggestions made 
within the research area of integrated urban management – the measurability and 

effectiveness of integrated approaches. Deprived neighbourhoods seem to be more 
of an implementation and management issue than a lack of knowledge.  
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6. Migration and diversity as a challenge and an opportunity 
 

Keywords 
Migration, language, acceptance, segregation, inclusion, education, integration, 
neighbourhoods, diversity, unemployment 

 
Migration as a historical normality of cities receives increasing attention in the 

public discussion in relation to ageing societies, the compensation of missing labour 

force and the future funding of pension schemes. However, from an urban 
perspective it is more important to reflect and understand the current and future 

challenges for cities caused by new circumstances of migration. The first point is the 
changing labour market requiring more and more well skilled and intercultural 

people with a high basic education including good language abilities. Not all 
migrants are able to find a job in order to care for themselves which entails 

increasing public transfers and socially caused problems. Secondly, due to 

international available media like magazines, TV-programmes and internet as well 
as ethnic self-sufficient neighbourhoods and networks there is no real need to get 

integrated or assimilated. This explains the surprisingly new developments that 

some migrants of a second and third generation still do not speak the official 

language sufficiently or do not accept the legal and political frameset. Thirdly and 
maybe most important the cultural differences and conflicts are cumulating within 

the cities. Especially concerned are deprived neighbourhoods because of their 

spatial concentration of migrants and for social and economic reasons 
(unemployment and poverty). A local migration policy will be a key factor for 

sustainable development in order to avoid segregation and isolated ethnic quarters 
as well as to use differences to enrich economic, social and cultural prosperity. An 
integrated approach considering education and training needs, local labour market, 

intercultural public spaces and housing has to be developed within each city in order 
to deal successfully with migration.  

 

Research need and contribution 

Beyond the analyses and description of local good practises it seems necessary to 

get a better understanding of the current and future circumstances of migration as 
well as of local possibilities of integration. The question is if the overall conflicts and 

conditions of migrations could be influenced at the local level and by local projects. 

How could a successful local migration policy be deveveloped and evaluated and 

how could a knowlegde transfer be organised? 
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7. Healthy environments, public spaces and quality of life   
 

Keywords 
Health, wellbeing, quality of life, pedestrian-areas, public spaces, green spaces, 
public access, environmental quality, recreation, cost benefit 

 
The benefits and the necessity of high quality public as well as green spaces are 

broadly accepted in terms of green belts, parks, squares, biodiversity, waterfront 

areas, playgrounds, pedestrian and commercial areas, but also in terms of roads 
and car parks. Public and especially green spaces provide a lot of opportunities for 

health, recreation, social interaction, relaxation as well as for education and 
discovery. Furthermore particularly green space provides a number of 

environmental functions like water cycle, urban climate cooling and living room for 
animals and plants. Without free useable public space a city could not offer a high 

living standard. Therefore, the availability of public space is a prerequisite of city 

development, but more essential is its quality, condition, safety and the acceptance 
of the real existing public space within the cities. Access to public space is an 

important issue, because in some cases particular groups such as youth, elderly, 

disabled or homeless are directly or indirectly excluded by different measures. Most 

important in terms of urban management and urban research are financial and 
organisational aspects for planning, creating and maintaining public and green 

spaces. Public-Private-Partnership will become more relevant not only because of 

budget restrictions. Identity and participation, local working and qualifying sites, 
safety and wellness, intercultural enrichments and conflicts and last but not least 

“local patriotism” will be the decisive aspects which could be used and developed 
systematically by urban administrations and local policies.  
 

Research need and contribution 

The question to be answered within URBAN-NET is whether creating and ensuring 

high quality public spaces must be perceived as an appropriate research topic. Are 
there any knowledge and technical gaps given or is it only a management and 

implementation topic? What function does public space have for an integrated 

development and how can stakeholder engagement be organised and improved? 
Research projects could contribute to analyse and reduce the divided responsibilities 

and multiple administration issues concerning green space and biodiversity. Last 

but not least research projects could support the conservation and management of 

Natura 2000 sites within urban areas.  
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8. Proximity, access, transport and mobility 
 

Keywords 
Efficiency, affordability, out-of-town developments, malls, mobility, congestion, 
traffic-safety, emissions, proximity, mass transport, public transport, integrated 

transport 
 

Exchange of goods and persons as well as the personal right of freedom both are 

values and benefits for themselves. Therefore, transport and mobility are 
constitutional elements of cities which need to be organised in a sustainable 

manner. All forecasts indicate that traffic growth will continue because of increasing 
mobility needs caused by economic and social activities, spatial and residential 

structures as well as individual behaviour patterns. Furthermore, the emergent type 
of urbanised or city-regions is both cause and effect of increasing mobility since 

regional facilities (malls, leisure parks, industrial areas or production sites) and 

events (sport, culture, fairs) generate regional or even inter-regional traffic. This 
development is ongoing and can only be structurally formed in a long-term 

perspective. Cities and regions otherwise suffer from this traffic pressure in form of 

noise, air pollution, traffic jams and accidents, but also in form of increasing 

infrastructure costs, less available land for other purposes and loss of “Urbanity” in 
terms of nearby supplies and possibilities.  

 

A permanent task for cities is to reduce the traffic impacts in order to improve the 
quality of life and the safety for inhabitants and road users. How to do this is an 

important research problem. A basic policy and research orientation could be 
green/zero emission and safe transport including a lot of single measures inter alia 
transport system dimensions (infrastructure, vehicles and operations) and land use 

patterns. Another important point is to raise the efficiency in terms of costs, time 
and natural resources as well as to improve the organisational and financial 

structures. Raising efficiency also includes avoiding traffic, integrating cycling and 
walking as an adequate means of mobility as well as reducing daily routes which 

could be best done with an orientation of short distances and function mingled 

quarters. The requirements of pedestrians as the most important road-users within 
the cities must set the standard for the design of streets and squares (see Urban 

Development Report of the Federal Government, Germany, 2006, pages I – VIII). 
Inter-modal transport and functioning mass transport systems and vehicles will 
definitely play an important role. Urban traffic management is not only a question of 

efficiency, impacts, emissions or integration of all traffic modes. Social aspects and 
goals are as relevant as technical or organisational issues. Public transport has to 

be affordable and accessible to all population groups and especially to those who do 

not have any cars or individual motorized vehicles. A huge task of future mobility 
and transport will be the adaptation especially to elderly people’s needs  

 

Research need and contribution 

Research need exists in terms of how to organise urban traffic management in a 
sustainable way and how to finance it. A scientific evaluation and accompanying of 

local structures and decision making processes are also desirable and necessary in 

order to identify and analyse good practise. International comparisons and even 
competitions between similar cities (size, habitants and functions) are 

recommended in order to stimulate innovative projects and measures. Other 

activities and initiatives like Eranet Transport have to be analysed and considered to 

avoid double work.  
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9. Urban sprawl or compact city – integrated re-use of land  
 

Keywords 
Urban sprawl, compact city, emissions, travel, biodiversity, green belt, land-use, 
brownfield, built environment 

 
Very close to transport and mobility issues are questions about the spatial extension 

of cities. Particular environmental concerns like land consumption and use of non-

renewable resources, increasing emissions of rising transport and destruction of 
natural landscape are attested to urban sprawl which is characterised by growing 

and decentralised single function areas (housing, commercial, production, leisure). 
The main consequences are an increasing need to travel and a dependency on 

private motorised transport as well as more land consumption for residential 
purposes. Urban sprawl can also mean attractive living and working sites within 

green belts, but on the other hand, the loss of contextual huge green space 

threatens biodiversity. The antithesis of all-over urbanised areas is the so called 
“compact city” which is characterised by a higher density of land use and a mix of 

functions. In terms of resource-use per inhabitant the “compact city” is more 

efficient than urban sprawl, but with high costs for real estate and mass 

infrastructure and a high sensitivity to social problems it can also cause drawbacks. 
That means dense urban structures are more vulnerable to vandalism or criminal 

hot spots. High density also means less green space and more emissions – both 

detrimental to health so that the compact city is not automatically a sustainable 
solution. An integrated perspective could be to minimise new land consumption for 

building purpose and therefore to limit the growth of spatial extension through 
reusing derelict or brownfield sites within the city. This is a question of political and 
planning priorities and decision making. The re-use of built-on sites is as important 

as the improvement of the existing building stock in order to generate a higher 
living quality in the “compact city” (more green and public spaces, less traffic 

impacts, more frequently transport possibilities, better built environment).  
 

Research need and contribution 

Both concepts (urban sprawl and compact city) have environmental, economic and 
social advantages or disadvantages which could be compared and evaluated. The 

reuse of land and the improvement of existing settlements ought to be analysed 

and compared with respect to planning procedures, costs, methodologies, 

participation, and international benchmarks. An other important research issue is 
the question how to understand and to deal with complex policy frameworks and 

the lack of political support-issues of governance for managing an integrated land 

use.  
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10. Environmental management and social behaviour  
 

Keywords 
Environmental media, individual convenience and common damage, circle and long-
term orientation, technology and incentives  

 
Beyond land use there are many environmental issues influencing the quality of life 

as well as the quality of the built and non-built urban environments. A lot of 

European urban standards like potable water, consumption, electricity and 
individual or public transport cause indirectly unhealthy and dangerous living 

conditions especially for the poor part of the population which could not afford 
alternatives and clean technologies. Waste, sewage, noise and air pollution are 

concentrated in urban areas because of the density and amount of inhabitants. It is 
a dilemma situation: the individuals seek the convenience of modern living and 

often are not willing of paying more money for solutions leaving smaller ecological 

footprints. In some cases it is also a question of missing awareness of the real 
effects. But the sum of these individual rationalities leads e. g. to contaminated 

rivers, wasted landscapes, congested infrastructure and diseased residents as well 

as to noisy and dirty surroundings. Water pollution from urban waste degrades 

water quality, impacts upon drinking water supply and human water-related 
activities. The costs to handle all these different impacts are still increasing and 

often overburden the concerned cities.  

To abandon this vicious circle two changes are necessary. Firstly, a sustainable, 
long-term and cycle-oriented management of all natural media (air, water, soil, 

green space), and secondly, a change of social behaviour and consumption patterns 
must be achieved. An intelligent combination of organisation, technologies and 
incentives and a step-by-step-philosophy seem to be appropriate in order to reach 

measurable and comprehensible progress.  
A very important part of this new environmental management is to further develop 

the national and European finance and subsidy system. The lack of stakeholder 
involvement in the decision making processes is one of the most crucial deficiencies 

of current urban policies and research. As it is not only a question of management 

or technology local stakeholders need to be integrated in this process towards 
Urban Sustainability. 

 

Research need and contribution 

Research projects could help to understand and to deal with the described 
complexity and dependencies. They can also evaluate political and legal instruments 

like the mandatory noise maps which were introduced by the EU. From an overall 

perspective research can contribute by developing and improving predictions and 
scenarios or deploying technologies for measuring and monitoring urban air 

pollution, land use, waste and water consistence. Furthermore, it can help to 
develop integrated management technologies and systems for maximising material 
and energy recovery/recycling from municipal wastes. The aim of a scientific 

monitoring of urban environment should be to save soil sealing as well as land and 
nature resources.  
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11. Housing and urban design in highly differentiated Cities 
 

Keywords 
Housing, economic cycle, housing demand and market, regionalisation, urban 
strategic visioning, simultaneous growing and shrinking Cities 

 
Social and economic developments are reflected in the built human made 

environment of cities which are subject to continual change and undergo phases of 

growth, stagnation and revitalisation. Demographic and also economic changes 
create new needs and constraints for all spatial activities especially for housing and 

mobility. But there will be major consequences from the increasing differentiation 
between regional housing market developments and the change in housing 

markets. Still growing cities with a high housing demand will contrast with housing 
markets with a supply surplus. Urban enlargement as well as renewal and 

restructuring need political, planning and financial capacities as well as scientific 

analyses and evaluation. It will be the key element of urban sustainability to 
disseminate and apply existing knowledge and technology to new local solutions 

solving typical and overall future challenges, be it a growing, stagnating or 

shrinking city. It is very important and in some cases also innovative to combine 

and to confront the decision making dimension including financing (either private or 
public), with the user or personally concerned dimension (e. g. owner, tenants) as 

well as with the observing third party dimension (media, science and interested 

laypersons). Local successful measures and ideas being a result of curiosity, 
courage and experimental testing and improving need to be told and communicated 

in order to transfer and to further develop them in other local circumstances. A 
common local vision of the future development of the city or neighbourhood 
encourages these three parts to join forces. This vision must be based on local 

strengths and weaknesses. Therefore it should be a mandatory criterion within 
public urban promotion or research programmes to have an integrated concept as a 

starting point and to organise a self-evaluating and learning process in which 
scientists and local decision makers have to work together.  

 

Research need and contribution 

Scientific approaches could help to organise self-evaluating and learning processes 

in order to identify good practise and to enable a knowledge and experiences 

transfer. What are the consequences of a higher differentiation between and within 

cities and what does it mean to urban sustainability? How could an integrated 
concept be developed and evaluated? Furthermore research projects should 

contribute to a better understanding of current and future developments in order to 

prepare the cities for local adaptation processes.  
 



 

 - 21 -

12. Climate change and ecological risk management 
 

Keywords 
Climate change, mitigation, adaptation, zero-emissions, greenhouse gases, 
reduction targets, risk management, ecological impacts, emergency planning,  

 
Since the report of Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has been 

published there are no serious doubts that greenhouse gases cause an increase of 

the earth's temperature. As a consequence, extreme weather incidents such as 
severe storms, floods and draught periods will increase steadily so that also the 

cities will be affected. Two strategies have been agreed globally to which every 
institution and city can contribute: 

• Mitigation through reduction of greenhouse gases emissions in all sectors 
(mobility, building, production, consumption etc) 

• Adaptation to climate change in terms of reduction and management of the 

expected impacts or even using the new environmental conditions from climate 
change.  

 

The negative effects of climate change are more likely to decrease the faster the 

emissions can be reduced. But even if a stabilising of greenhouse gas 
concentrations can be achieved, an adaptation to the ongoing changing 

environmental conditions is necessary. To meet the needs, two enormous efforts 

are necessary at the local city level.  
• A long-term vision of how to become a “zero-emission-city” so that all the 

sectors of society as well as interdependencies between the sectors have to be 
further developed and designed by new technical and organisational measures. 
Action plans, city competitions and obligatory reduction goals are appropriate 

instruments to start with this long-term orientation of zero emission which 
should be mandatory for current decisions.  

• An overall ecological risk management and a continuingly environmental 
monitoring are recommended to deal with the impacts of climate change or 

other ecological threats. Cities need to anticipate possible hazards through 

scenarios, emergency plans, technical protection measures which should be 
available and be communicated, tested and further developed. It is 

recommended to clarify responsibilities of authorities and to define cooperation 
procedures. Extreme weather incidents do not leave much time for preparation 
when they appear. So a regular updating is necessary in order to be prepared.  

 

Research need and contribution 

Urban research can help to structure and analyse the field of opportunities and 
consequences of climate change and ecological risks as well as to evaluate target 

achievement and effectiveness of projects and measures. A communication about 
good and functioning praxis is recommended.  
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13. Energy efficiency and infrastructure management 
 

Keywords 
Energy efficiency, emissions, building and eco standards, passive housing, 
technology, renewables, carbon footprint, waste management 

 
Energy efficiency makes a relevant contribution to reduce the emissions in terms of 

mitigation of climate change. It should be regarded as a current available and 

economic technology to efficiently use the existing energy sources (fossil fuels and 
renewables) for near future transport, electricity and heating/cooling purposes. In 

this way energy efficiency is a prerequisite as well as a part of an overall 
transformation process in using energy and reducing emissions which affect the 

quality of life and the natural environment. Energy efficiency emerges as the sum of 
many single measures and public or private investments in all parts of human and 

urban sectors (mobility, building, production, consumption etc). Particular 

upgrading of the existing building stock is as important as new buildings with a high 
energy-efficient standard to save energy for heating and cooling purposes. A very 

urgent question is if it is possible and economical to qualify the already built 

structures and buildings to current specifications and guidelines.  

Using a holistic approach, URBAN-NET should focus on interrelations and 
contradictions within and between the sectors as e. g. the promotion of “passive 

housing” without changing mobility or consumption patterns will not lead to energy 

efficient cities. By such singular measures energy efficient gains are consumed by 
increasing consumption in other sectors.  

 

Research need and contribution 

Until now there is no consensus on how an energy efficient city could be developed 
and how it could be evaluated. What are the right spatial levels (single building, 

quarter, city or even region) to solve each of the problems? Which public and 

private investments are purposeful and how could they support each other? What 
kind of common infrastructure is needed when houses and decentralised spatial 

units (e.g. quarters or streets) start to generate electricity instead of solely 

consuming it? Who should pay for more efficient products and structures (windows, 
buildings, heating systems, cars, trams etc) substituting the still functioning and not 

amortised predecessors and how should they be promoted publicly. What is the 

research need when already existing knowledge and technologies are available but 

not applied because of personal interests and calculations? As already explained 
within the strategy for a “zero emission city” economic and management tools are 

recommended like self-evaluating and learning action plans, city competitions and 

obligatory reduction goals. These strategies, tools and processes could and should 
be scientifically evaluated.  
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14. Commercial locations and centralised supply areas 
 

Keywords 
Centralisation, spatial planning, regional planning, supply and sub- centres, 
durability (building-working lifespan), proximity, retail 

 
One particular consequence of economic and spatial change processes affects the 

commercial centres and locations within a city. Because of intensified regional or 

even international competition and high average car availability a spatial and 
regional concentration can be considered. These new and very attractive 

commercial centres which are located either in suburban areas or in former strong 
inner-city areas tie capital and knowledge in a dimension which smaller cities or 

small private commercial enterprises cannot afford. The visible results are new huge 
commercial estates offering interesting architecture and specialised supplies but 

also simultaneously causing neglected facilities in traditional sub or rural centres. To 

organise and manage the new growing centres in a sustainable manner it is 
necessary to focus on high energy-efficient building standards and on powerful 

public transport facilities and connections. The useful life of commercial buildings 

has been shortened dramatically since international investments are dominating the 

retail markets. For the not competitive traditional business centres it is essential 
that local networks of retailers, property owners and local stakeholders (politician, 

citizen) applying pro-active ways and contribute to keep up the property value. A 

chance for these affected quarters and sub-centres could be the often attested 
“renaissance of urbanity or cities” which means that more and more people are 

looking for supplies and infrastructure in a walking or cycling distance. A dense 
population in friendly and safe environments within the city seems to be a future 
alternative compared to a life in a single-family-house in an sub-urban area. It is 

difficult to adapt old cities to modern standards of efficiency and competitiveness 
because of the positive images of city life in the past etc. and because local decision 

makers subsidise local structures which are not competitive.  
 

Research need and contribution 

First of all research and science should help to analyse the ongoing development 
within the retail sector and its driving forces. An international comparison of 

planning tools and local practises to deal with or even to control these 

developments is recommended as well as its mutual transferability. Are there any 

positive examples of integrated new retail centres or of avoiding downward spirals 
in sub-centres? Is the “new urbanity”-concept really a chance and possibility to 

further develop former centralised areas? 
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15. Heritage, identity, culture, tourism and branding  
 

Keywords 
Architecture, building culture, civil engagement, history, identity, branding, sense of 
place, values, events, marketing, preservation, re-use, retro-fitting, upgrading. 

 
Each city tries to posses a unique architectural and to maintain a specific local 

culture. Therefore a local building culture being the sum of public and private 

activities is a major component of the identity of a city and a major shared interest 
of the citizens. But in a lot of cases the cities suffer from a lack of “genius loci” and 

visible differentiation from the mainstream styles as well as from missing local 
citizenship. The future urban challenge is how to maintain and to improve the 

potential of civil engagement and participation for the city as a whole. A 
heterogeneous population in terms of income, skills, values and culture will 

definitely change the kind of public engagement and participation as a deeper 

differentiation can be expected. Otherwise the predicted “uniformity” of cities in 
terms of architecture, economic and commercial structures as well as increasing 

private movements will also affect the balance of public organisation and private 

engagement.  

City tourism has become an important economic factor and its revenues enable the 
preservation of old buildings even in remote locations. The most important point is 

a further development of the historical environments to modern economic 

possibilities and activities as well as a re-use for future purposes. Preservation of 
old cities should be regarded as an economic and structural change connected to 

training and qualifying needs and skills. It also offers place for experimental and 
cultural urban development in order to convince visitors to become inhabitants or to 
get secondary residential sites. The capitalisation of city history needs to be 

combined with e. g. renewable energy sources or multi-actor governance to be 
sustainable. A balance between preservation and change has to be agreed and the 

potential conflicts between citizens, architects / urban planners and business 
economist / marketing leaders should be moderated by the city administration.  

 

Research need and contribution 

Urban research could contribute to a better understanding of the ongoing changing 

processes and could also help to develop new forms for citizen participation and to 
identify good practise and its dissemination An imaginable result could be a 

database or public compendium giving recommendations. Other possibilities are 

cultural projects and networks to support or change the historical image and 

identity of areas and quarters. Could different European countries benefit when they 
compare their cities and practises in terms of systematic benchmarking? 

Furthermore, it could contribute to self-evaluation and learning processes.  
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II. Basic criteria for future priority research  

 

For the framework development procedure it is essential to agree on basic criteria 

of future research targeted at by URBAN-NET. The URBAN-NET consortium suggests 

the following criteria: 

Research on sustainable urban development within the framework must respond to 

most hindering knowledge gaps, upcoming complex problems, major challenges and 

future necessities which are significant at European level. 

It shall provide additional knowledge that has not been funded so far at any of the 
programme levels, be it supra-, transnational or national. The results shall offer 
most far reaching solutions and a clear added value to national research arenas, 

policy makers or practitioners. 

Regarding the main principle of research on urban development, research shall 

have an integrative character. It shall concentrate on long- and mid-term 

approaches, addressing research areas and questions that inter-connect and 
integrate relevant aspects of urban sustainability with one another.  

Projects funded in that area should pursue problem-oriented inter- and 

transdisciplinary approaches. 

Beside the fact that there is still a need for new results in the area of applied policy 
related research, there should be sufficient space for more experimental research, 

more pilots and demonstration projects as well as a more effective dissemination of 
results and the inclusion of appropriate training. Dissemination and considerations 
regarding demonstration and transferability should be widely included in the 

concept and methodology of research projects of the URBAN-NET framework. 
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III. Information and data sources for this task are:  

• Existing programmes and their underlying policy and research objectives  
Deliverable 2.3 and emerging URBAN-NET Programme Database),  

• Existing relevant studies and research agendas elaborated by national,  

international and non-governmental organisations  

• Input URBAN-NET’s Short-Term Agenda and results from the work package 5 

questionnaire for the URBAN-NET pilot call 

• Inputs from other relevant ERA-NETs and work done within the EC’s frame 
work programmes. 
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Annex 2:  
Development of the URBAN-NET Thematic Research Framework -  
Guidelines for a National Stakeholder processes  

Introduction 

During the Network Meeting in Cologne (NM 2) it was agreed to develop the URBAN-NET 
framework in a two-step process which will include: 

1. A national consultation process on the URBAN-NET future research areas, to be 
carried out in all partner countries by consortium partners and as far as possible 
in other EU countries via the Regional coordinators 

2. A common Stakeholder Workshop (SW 2) on the 4 most important research areas 
to further elaborate these areas in a more focussed way. 

 

The paper at hand describes possible ways for the national consultation process (step 1) 
and serves as a guideline for partners to carry out the stakeholder engagement process 
at national level. This process will be implemented by each national URBAN-NET partner 
individually.  

Timetable of the framework process 

For your orientation you find below an overview of the full “framework development 
process” including deadlines. The content of this paper will primarily focus on stage F.  
 Complete by: 

A.  Identify and filter relevant research areas 
 
Aug. 
 
 
 
Sept. 19,  
NM2 
 
 
Oct. 15 
 
 
 
Nov. 2 
 
 
 
SG 
Nov. 13 
 
 
Mar. 1 
 
 
 
Mar. 14 
 
 
 
Mar. 28 
 
 
 
May 29/30 
 

 
 
Sept. 
 
 
 
2nd half 
2008 

C.  Allow comments on research areas by partners  

B.  Agree on character of framework  

D.  Circulate updated research areas and guidelines 

E.  Discuss nat. stakeholder process and guidelines  

F.  Carry out nat. stakeholder processes 

G.  Analyse results and identify 4 priority areas 

H.  Select and invite stakeholder for 4 priority areas  

I.  Consult stakeholder during workshop 

J.  Consult national partners on draft framework 

K.  Finalise transnat. Thematic Research Framework 
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What are the aims of the national stakeholder engagement?  

The stakeholder involvement of national experts has the following rational: 

First, - after having produced initial results in URBAN-NET - this will be a chance to 
present the project and to address potential national stakeholder and partner. These 
partners are essential for professional input, research contributions or further funding 
possibilities in the future. That means the stakeholder involvement could be the 
establishing or consolidation of a national network on research for urban sustainability in 
your country. 

Second, and more practically, the engagement should gather relevant national input to 
the framework. By agreeing on the draft future research areas the URBAN-NET have 
already assembled valuable topical input for the framework. Now the contents should be 
validated, amended and prioritised. In order to continue with research areas that are 
relevant at both national and European levels we want to collect feedback from “experts” 
who hold suitable knowledge on future research needs. 

Which methods should be used for the process? 

To receive valid topical input we ask every partner country to execute a stakeholder 
engagement process that brings additional knowledge. As all countries face different 
situations concerning the stakeholder structure the actually applied approach for the 
engagement of national stakeholder has to be individually decided. Therefore, WP3 offers 
flexible and differentiated tools that can be adapted by you to your specific needs. 

Your national process can encompass: workshop(s), meetings, questionnaires, personal 
or telephone interviews. 

 
A) Workshop  
In Annex 1, you find a model example for a workshop, which should be adapted to your 
individual situation. If you choose to organise a workshop, make sure the invitees receive 
the last version of the paper “Future Research Areas in the Field of urban sustainability” 
well in advance for their personal preparation. When presenting URBAN-NET, you can 
make use of the “standard-material”, such as the presentation et cetera that can be 
obtained from the coordinator or from TÜV. For the content please make use of the 
questionnaire referred to in point B below (and Annex 2). 
 
B) Questionnaire  
Should you choose the questionnaire as the appropriate means, please make use of the 
form stated in Annex 2. 
 
C) Interview 
If you opt for an interview you should also make use of the questionnaire of Annex 2. In 
this case make sure, that the person receives both the paper containing the research 
areas and the questionnaire well in advance. 
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How to vote for the research areas? 

For the selection of 4 priority research areas every country is asked to select those 
areas which are most important for future research activities at transnational/European 
level. In order to achieve a weighting among these areas, each country shall allocate 10 
points in total on these areas. To do so, each of the selected areas can receive 1 to 3 
points. Please note that 3 points indicate the highest priority, and make sure that 10 
points per country are not exceeded.  
How the priority areas and the weighting are investigated nationally is up to each country. 
It can be either done in a consensual way (eg. during a workshop where you agree on the 
national results by mutual consent) or in a mathematical way, by calculating the average 
of the single votes (eg. through single questionnaires). When choosing the latter we 
recommend that you apply the same principles to each expert as described above (10 
points per person). 

Which and how many stakeholders should be selected? 

For the national engagement, experts should have a broad knowledge of research needs 
in urban sustainability and an affinity to applied research. As they are supposed to reflect 
on a wide field of integrated research areas, their knowledge and experience must not be 
limited to particular urban sectors.  

Participants who need to be involved at this workshop should have at least one of the 
following backgrounds: 

� Researcher: from research institutes and universities 

� Policy maker / Research manager: policy maker and programme manager from 
your own or other related funding programmes 

� Net-worker and multiplier: urban networks, professional umbrella associations and 
NGOs 

� Practitioners: e.g. representatives from local authorities 

Please apply a balanced distribution of the above stated groups. Furthermore, it is 
recommended to include at least 10 persons. Surely a greater number will increase the 
value of the stakeholder input. Yet, the decision depends on the individual national 
situation.  

 

What are the expected outputs to be delivered by every partner country? 

Derived from the task described above all URBAN-NET countries are asked to provide 
the following outputs until the 1st of March (please send to TÜV): 

� Filled in questionnaire on future research areas 
After you have received comprehensive feedback from your national stakeholders, 
you should give only one questionnaire paper incorporating all relevant national 
answers and the combined votes for the prioritisation of the research areas.  
If you additionally have taken care of non-URBAN-NET countries please send the 
votes of these countries in a separated paper. 

� Records of national stakeholder process  
In order to comprehend how the process was carried out in your country you should 
hand in a short paper indicating the keypoints of your national process. For that 
please use the form in Annex 3.  
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Please be aware, that the overall success of the process highly depends on the quality of 
your national results. The national results will be part of a deliverable which will be 
produced by WP3 after the process.  
Thanks for the digital use of the annex materials in advance. That will facilitate the 
analysis procedure. 
Should you need any support or further explanations concerning the “national stakeholder 
process” please do not hesitate to contact TÜV at: 
 
Thilo Petri    Bernd Meyer 
thilo.petri@de.tuv.com  bernd.meyer@de.tuv.com 
0049 / 221/806-4164   0049 / 221/806-4162 
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Annex 3: Possible Agenda for a national Stakeholder Workshop 

9:15  –   9.30   Get together and Coffee 

9.30  –   9.45  Welcome and Tour de table 

9.45 –  10.15 Introduction to URBAN-NET  
(History, partner structure, aims, foci, achieved so far, …) 
Please us URBAN-NET standard-presentation 

10.15 – 10.45  Introduction to the aims of the day – questions from participants 

10.45 – 12.15  Presentation, discussion of and recommendations on the future 
research areas  
(please note: the clustering cannot be changed anymore) 

12.15 -.13.00 Dinner 

13.00 – 13.45  Recommendations for a prioritisation of the suggested research 
areas from stakeholders 

13.45 – 14.30 Presentation, discussion and recommendations of the “Basic 
criteria for future priority research” 

14.30 – 15.00  Summary of the day, next steps 

15.00  End of the day 
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Annex 4: Questionnaire on future research areas 

 
Dear Expert, 
Dear Stakeholder, 
 
The URBAN-NET Project asks you to give an assessment on the future research areas 
stated in the document “Future Research Areas in the field of Urban Sustainability”. 
When evaluating the content, please view the text from both a transnational and 
European point of view. For your evaluation please use the following criteria: 
 
Criteria for prioritisation 

� Future relevance:  
The selected research area holds an overriding importance for society, economy 
and ecology  

� Necessity for research:  
Clear knowledge and technology gaps in the given area are prevailing. Please do 
not confuse with deficiencies on implementation or funding. 

� Local benefit: 
Within this research area applied research could greatly improve the local 
situation in urban areas 

� Supra-National added value:  
In this research field an added value through transnational or European research 
activities is well conceivable. 

 
 
Questions to be answered 

1. How do you prioritise the given research areas? 
Please choose priority areas for transnational/European future research by 
allocating 10 points in such a way that you provide 1-3 points to each selected 
area. Do not allocate more than 10 points in total. 
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Priority topical research areas             Voted by (person/country): ……………….. 

No. Future research area Votes 

  1 Integrated urban management through multi-sector/-actor governance   

  2 Demographic change - opportunities and consequences for cities   

  3 Competitive urban futures and adaptation to globalisation   

  4 Shrinking Cities   

  5 Social stability and deprived neighbourhoods   

  6 Migration and diversity as a challenge and an opportunity   

  7 Health, quality of life and public spaces     

  8 Proximity, access, transport and mobility   

  9 Urban sprawl or compact city – integrated re-use of land   

10 Housing and urban design in highly differentiated cities   

11 Climate change and ecological risk management   

12 Energy efficiency and infrastructure management   

13 Commercial locations and centralised supply areas   

14 Heritage, identity, culture, tourism and branding   

15 Environmental management and social behaviour  

  10 

 
 

2. Do the given areas contain the right keywords and descriptions? 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Do you see further potential for integration in some of the research areas? 
 
 
 
 
 

4. How can cooperation between academia, policy maker and practitioners be 
facilitated in general or in particular research fields? 
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5. How can research in the given fields be implemented? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. What kind of research should be focussed at in the future? What is 
necessary, which research do you recommend? (Question on “Basic 
criteria for future priority research”) 
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Annex 5: Records of national stakeholder process 

 

� For the national stakeholder process in ……………… <your country name> we 
have chosen the following approach:  

 

 

� The process was organised and carried out in the following way: 

 

 

� Participants who gave feedback were: 

No. Stakeholder name Background Remarks 

  1    

  2    

  3    

  4    

  5    

  6    

  7    

  8    

  9    

10    

11    

12    

13    

14    

15    

16    

17    

    
 

 

 

� Add minutes of meetings or other additional materials: 

 

 


