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On 2 December 2009 the Spanish Housing Ministém@ander Article 304 of the Treaty on the
Functioning of the European Union, asked, on bebélthe Spanish Presidency, the European
Economic and Social Committee to draw up an opigion

The need to apply an integrated approach to unteg@neration.

The Section for Economic and Monetary Union andreooic and Social Cohesion, which was
responsible for preparing the Committee's worklengubject, adopted its opinion on 4 May 2010.

At its 463rd plenary session, held on 26 and 27 Mag0 (meeting of 26 May), the European
Economic and Social Committee adopted the followominion by 87 votes to four with two
abstentions.

1. Conclusions and recommendations

11 The city has now become an energy wasteful sydbemnis also one of the main causes of
environmental change. As a result, coordinated &idmfor the more decisive development
of urban regeneration policies is an important ree@nfight harmful C@ emissions and
climate change.

1.2 The EESC advocates a strategy of measures to b@yddmpn an urban or metropolitan scale
for the architectural, urban planning, social amyimmnmental regeneration of rundown
neighbourhoods.

1.3 Unfortunately, conventional land-planning tools at#l unsuited to this type of approach,
partly because cities differ among themselvesrmseof location and urban services and, as a
result, undifferentiated solutions cannot be uSéee EESC therefore recommends that the
EU should develop tools founded on systems of umpaaity indicators, based on socio-
urban and environmental hardship thresholds. lulkshalso develop urban regeneration
indexes to measure administrative efficiency, theasures' success rate, and the public
satisfaction rate.

1.4 On this point, we reiterate a number of proposadglenin earlier EESC opinions and hope
that in order to broaden the European debate daisable cities the proposal to set up a
High-Level Group on Sustainable Urban Developmsiiaken uﬂ)

0OJ C 77, 31.3.20009, p. 123.
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In order to launch a "new urban renaissance" thatipses an integrated urban regeneration
model and that focuses attention on demographingehasocial cohesion, the review of the
urban economic base, the re-assessment of the ahaharitage, dematerialisation,

energy-efficient cities and biodiversity, the EE&@intains that strong cooperation at all
levels of government (Commission, national govemmisieregions and local authorities) is
required, but through a more flexible, less rigighmach to the subsidiarity principle and not
only through a hierarchical framework of powers.thi@ end, the EESC urges the promotion
of thematic networks of cities to promote the impémtation of sustainable urban

regeneration.

Improving the energy efficiency of buildings andrastructure has to be a strategic factor for
the political commitment to urban renewal in the Buk to its benefits in terms of reduced
energy demand and significant job creation in Eercphe EESC trusts that the EU will

pursue these objectives through growing integratwith sectoral programmes under

preparation on EU Innovation Policy, EU Transpootiqy 2010-2020, and the SET Plan

(Strategic Energy Technology Plan). It also urgesdased investment by boosting, through
the EIB, the financial instruments at its dispoSlSSICA, JASPERS, etc.) and promoting
effective public-private partnerships.

The EESC trusts that the integration of sustainablesport and energy systems will form the
foundations of urban regeneration policy. Furtheendhis integration policy should be
backed by EU funding for sustainable transport nete and alternative energy policies
essential to suburban regeneration.

It also trusts that Member States will adopt teceimtives to encourage citizens to contribute
to the objective of turning every building into evger station.

The EESC calls for the promotion of cultural depaient and entrepreneurial actions,
especially in the area of small and medium-sizeterprises with the ability to identify
innovative solutions for regeneration and the eoeabf green jobs.

The EESC also believes that in order to promoteemesponsible citizen participation in the
implementation of integrated urban regeneratiogmmes, there is a need to have dialogue
and consultation with communities within urban cest including women and young people
and those most at risk from exclusion. A Europeewjlblicity campaign on practical
savings derived from clean energy production shdwtdlaunched in cooperation with
networks representing citizens and sectors. Th@ioggcampaign is insufficiently targeted
and resourced.

In order to be competitive witthsian megalopolises, the urban regeneration pslicie
European cities have to be able to combine thetivadl refurbishment of physical spaces
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with dematerialisation, also represented in telenamications technologies, thus conserving
the environment and preventing cities from swallmywnore green space.

Furthermore, the EESC considers it strategicallgdrtant to put in motion a major process
of shaping leaders, in order to increase theiraesipility, creativity and quality. The aim is
to improve their ability to make choices when gtegmrban generation and development
policies that are consistent with the EU's sustdangrowth objectives. At the same time, the
EESC recalls the importance of cooperation with B8gio and calls for this to be
strengthened. But the Committee still sees a weipglortunity and need to build the capacity
of DG Regio's operational urban policy team in ortespeed up the processes involved in
implementing the development programmes that thar@igsion intends to pursue.

Introduction

Over the last ten years, the Leipzig Charter orteéfusble European Cities (May 2007) has
been one of the most important testimonies to tieenbkr States' will to agree on common
strategies and principles for urban developmenicypolThe urban policy debate has been
significantly intensified at the EU level. The Sgdm Presidency is following this up by
dedicating considerable attention to the issuetasdasked the EESC and the Committee of
the Regions for their analysis and contributiorthte discussions of the informal meeting of
EU ministers.

The analysis concerns a number of important issodse solved in cities through urban
regeneration policies in order to achieve, throaghintegrated approach, a level of urban
sustainability that meets the need:

— to improve the energy efficiency of European buitdstock, whose age makes it a source
of harmful emissions that seriously undermine thelity of urban life, by creating new
jobs and encouraging innovation and technologieaktbpment;

— to increase social cohesion through an integradgdmneration programme for rundown
neighbourhoods, to achieve social integration,tfegttlusion, training, etc.;

— to contribute to environmental sustainability, atbwough the urban regeneration of
rundown neighbourhoods and the refurbishment aftiexj building stock to meet energy
efficiency, habitability and accessibility objeas; with a view to avoiding the
consumption of more green spaces.

Integrated urban planning

Protecting the environment, at different urban levend improving people's quality of life is
one of the Member States' and the EU's major dpegdiregional policy objectives.

Through this opinion, the EESC intends to confitsh agreement on the need to develop
integrated urban regeneration policies as outlimdhe EU 2020 programming strategy
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document and the programme of the Spanish presidehthe Council of the European
Unior?.

The EESC endorses the EU 2020 document's contewtsagrees with the operational
approaches it sets out regarding the fact thatnexgdon policies need to take certain
innovative concepts into account:

— the improvement of human resources, especially veisipect to the needs of the elderly,
the integration level of recent migrants, the evamion of poverty, especially child
poverty, and solidarity between the generations;

- knowledge-based growth;

— the development of a participatory and creativeetpc

— the development of a competitive and interconneeeohomy that is mindful of the
social and green market.

The EESC considers the Spanish presidency's progeam be in line with these concepts in
that it aims to strengthen the objective of guawaimy all citizen rights and protecting
fundamental rights, in compliance with the Europ€anvention for the Protection of Human
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms.

These objectives encourage a view of urban regeéoeithat includes strong interdependence
between the quality of spaces and the quality dEavee, i.e. regeneration that is open to all
citizens, irrespective of their mother tongue, imisgor religion.

Some urban issues

In compliance with the principles set out in theadmentioned documents, the concept of
regeneration has to contend with a series of importhanges in the shape and nature of
... 3
cities™.

— increasing urban sprawl, with its high consumptibtand and its diseconomies of scale;

— the decline in the functional cohesiveness of gijtigith the crisis in historical centres,
rundown suburbs and manufacturing areas;

- the prevalence of substantially conservative respento the crisis, showing little
imagination or creativity, but above all, out ofléng with a globalised world;

— the replacement of a system of functions with desgsof "containers"”, which should be
considered as complex and highly fragile placesnudifferentiated metropolitan areas;

Commission Working Documef@tonsultation on the Future "EU 2020" Strate@russels, 2009 and State Secretariat for the
European Union of the Ministry for Foreign Affaiamd Cooperation, Programme for the Spanish Presjdeinithe Council of
the European Union 1 January - 30 June 2010: "ty Europe"|mprenta Nacional Boletin Oficial del Estadbladrid,
2010.

A brilliant examination of the main problems ofban regeneration can be found in Massimo CacdiariCitta, Pazzini
Stampatore Editore, Villa Verucchio, 2004.
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— the loss of meaning of city limits, which continteeexist for administrative purposes but
lose their geographic, symbolic and political megni

— the erosion of green belts around cities, with gri@gses for biotic production;

— the increase in commuting times, with its negaitimpact on quality of life;

— urban areas, even traditional ones, are these tding to develop into closed,
specialised spaces: the "residential® (and notleilsg) area; theme parks dedicated to
entertainment; education, limited to schools or mases; culture in museums and
theatres, etc. The closed space extols the supyeshidliee private (both as a lifestyle and
as a legal concept and practice) to the detrimtiteoneed for community.

The logic of closed spaces needs to be couhteyethat of infinite space, represented by
non-material relationships, for which the conceptime tends to replace that of physical
distance.

Regeneration of urban areas thus needs to nenthé traditional refurbishment of physical
spaces with dematerialisation, which finds its nmaistious expression in telecommunications
technologies. The problem that needs solving isnately the conflict between the mind,

which now reasons in terms of ubiquity, and theyashich needs roots and cannot be
continually on the move, but wants to be organistalquality places and spaces.

Regeneration will therefore be the outcome of syisarg and integrating three aspects of the
city:

» the Agora city: people-centric, with total harmdmgtween urban settlements and spaces
and between social cohesion and economic develdpmen

» the glocal city (global/local): resulting from attex balance between globalisation and
the ability to make the most of local resources différent specificities and attitudes,

» the sustainable city: should be able to resolvepitblems internally, without passing
them on to others or to future generations.

A holistic model for urban regeneration
The Committee is in favour of'mew urban renaissance® characterised by

— greater social cohesion;

— cultural renewal;

— a review of the economy of the urban economic basaddress the current deep
recession; and

— enhancement of the natural heritage through derabigation and increased biodiversity.

Richard Rogers, Toward an Urban Renaissance nUrhsk Force, London, 2005, downloadable from: wwbantaskforce.org.
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A policy based on a "new urban renaissance" breadha meaning of the European
Economic Recovery Plan in Regions & Cities (EE":RIB)/ interpreting the local authorities'
important role in overcoming the crisis as a stitaltfact, destined to impact not only on the
economic crisis but also on the re-evaluation lbbbat communities' resources.

An integrated urban regeneration model would tleesfake shape, as a spatial expression of
the"green new deal”®, where the holistic system of measures concelmimgan, natural and
physical resources should have, as an importardhinesrk, a renewed definition of wealth,
based not only on accumulation but also on theirgparse of resources and an increase in
public WeII-beind.

This model implies an exercise in leadership from lbcal authorities to facilitate the active

participation of citizens and the economy of thveigions to speed up the development of
markets and green technologies. The proposed HiglelLGroup on Sustainable Urban

Development could facilitate the promotion and dgitowf thematic networks of cities, even

medium-sized to small ones, to meet these objective

A holistic approach to urban regeneration implies:
Human resources

We also need to reconcile the Lisbon Strategy obgcto build a more competitive
knowledge-based and creative society with the ERDZbjective that stresses the importance
of promoting cohesion through support policies foe vulnerable segments of society,
especially the elderly, better integration, patady for recent migrants, poverty eradication,
and greater solidarity between the generations.

The EU has given cultural and practical space:

* to the development of community building, in ortemgive access, in urban planning, to
all types of stakeholders: technical-professionabdn planners, architects, engineers,
etc.), entrepreneurial and housing organisations;

* to the development of new knowledge and the priacipf creativity through the
promotion of new forms of research and teachin@liiag universities, and generating

European Union — Committee of the Regions, EwanpEconomic Recovery Plan in Regions & Cities, Bels 2008,
downloadable fronittp://portal.cor.europa.eu/europe 2020/Pages/EEHRB$ aspx

The documents in question akegreen new deal for Europeompiled by the Wuppertal InstitutBethinking the Economic
Recovery: A Global Green New Ded#lhe United Nations Environmental ProgrammeGreen New Deaby the UK's new
economics foundatiof,oward a Transatlantic Green New Deal: Tackling @lenate and Economic Criselsy the Worldwatch
Institute for the Heinrich B&ll Foundation.

This would constitute the full application, aetlocal level, of the recommendations set out & @ommunication from the
Commission to the Council and the European ParlimeGDP and beyond: measuring progress in a changingldvo
COM(2009) 433 final, downloadable frotnttp://www.beyond-gdp.¢uThey are based on a report by Stiglitz, Sen,Faralissi,
promoted by the EU, at the request of the Frencre@unent, which can be downloaded from:
http://www.stiglitz-sen-fitoussi.fr/en/index.htm
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forms of creative urban programm?ng' he best way to increase the efficiency of these
openings is to promote public-private partnerships.

6.1.3 These policies need to be rethought in order to:

promote "good governance" practices for citiesluiding peri-urban and rural areas, in
order to improve not only economic wellbeing, blgoapsychological, spiritual and
social wellbeing; and

create new jobs, especially for young people andhigrants, as well as retraining
traditional blue-collar and white-collar workersegv away by the current crisis. To this
end, the EESC advocates the promotion of a "cadomy" linked to sustainable urban
renewal.

6.1.4 Demographic forecasts indicate that by 2060 moaa thalf the population will be over 48.
If new migration flows persist, especially of youpgople towards cities, disadvantaged rural
regions will continue to decline. In light of thégenario, the following actions need to be
envisaged at local level:

6.1.5

The development of a culture that generates syerfetween public and private
enterprise to promote SMEs and stimulate partioiyadnd creative urban communities;

the development of instruments to strengthen disognd consultation with urban
communities, including women, young people andehosst at risk from exclusion;

the improvement of living standards through innosatsolutions for sustainable social
housing, health care and education.

The new jobs which would be created through the gegn deal and emissions cuts call for
training and dissemination policies. Efforts shooddmade to:

facilitate access to EU information platforms (dm tenvironment, energy efficiency,

transport, the economy, etc.);

link up with the Knowledge and Innovation Commuesti(KICs) programme of the EIT

(European Institute of Technology) in order to easairapid transfer of new technologies
at the local level,

develop a strong dissemination strategy for besictimes in integrating green

technologies in urban communities.

Jan Jacob TrigCreative city development in the Lisbon stratégly Delft, 2009. Xavier Vives, Lluis Torren$he strategies of
European metropolitan areas in the context of theofRean Union enlargemerRla Estratégic Metropolita de Barcelon2005.
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The supremacy of natural resources over physica$ omakes studyingrban metabolism
pivotal to the establishment of renewal processsgd on the economic use of raw materials

Awareness of urban metabolismis an important tool for achieving the objectivasan
improved urban environment set by internationalvemtions aimed at conservation (Kyoto,
biodiversity, water, etc.) and climate change ra'llikmg.

Urban regeneration in relation to the current psees of transformation needs toléss and
less about separate, defined, circumscribed measweand more and more focused on
processes developing multi-purpose settings, ctexiaed by quality and variety of spaces
and the interaction of various aspects: elastiaiglleability, the ability to welcome.

The EESC believes that the increasing importancemsironmental limits, processes of
integration, or the growing role of interactivityarmot be bypassed when refurbishing

The European Council, through the e-Europe progranit®99), the Lisbon Convention
(2000) and the i-2010 operational programmes, atdi& that e-society is the main factor in
the EU's development. Consequently, the EU Coumtgnds to promote projects to
accelerate the process of developing a societyishalble to seize electronic and interactive
opportunities. To this end, provisions are beingiskd to enable every European citizen to
enter the digital age and have an internet cormectvith the aim of creating an open,

It thus tasks cities with attracting knowledge,ewing the system of relations between public
authorities and citizens, and encouraging the flegilagent of the means of producti'r?n

Rudolf de Groot,Function-analysis and valuation as a tool to asséssd use conflictsn planning for sustainable,
multi-functional landscapesandscape and Urban Planning 75 (2006) 175-186.

6.2 Natural resources
6.2.1
and waste disposal.
6.2.2
6.3 Physical resources
6.3.1
6.3.2
buildings and infrastructure.
6.4 Immaterial resources
6.4.1
inclusive and cooperative society.
6.4.2
9
10

World economic forum, The Lisbon review 2002- @08ownloadable from:
www.weforum.org/pdf/gcr/lisbonreview/report2006.pdf

European Commissionj2010 - A European Information Society for growtimd employment downloadable from
http://europa.eul/legislation_summaries/employmerd aocial_policy/job_creation_measures/c11328 en.ht

Fondazione Ugo Bordoni, Dossier EU i 2010, downédde from:
http://www.fub.it/osservatorio/dossieruei2010/limitvai2010.
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There is no doubt that investments in urban tedgichl innovation need to be fast and
massive, given that the level of competition wefapeng from the East is very hib]h

Towards a "green new deal" for cities

Urban regeneration is a complex issue but it mastrémed within a strategy in order to be

The most urgent issue probably concerns the ciokebketween the regeneration of cities,
their environments and the economic crisis. The EHfelieves that urban regeneration
processes should be seen in the light of the mlexiof the green economy and as
opportunities for a European green new treathich could consist in integrating the different
types of urban morphology: the biotic city, the eratl city and the city of bits, all geared to
completing and strengthening the solidarity-bassd c

In this regard, the role of the natural environmet producer of goods and services that are
essential to people has to be re-evaluated.

The EESC believes that it is particularly importémistudy the city as an ecosystem and to
map out the heritage value of natural infrastruiet{@s a source, for instance, of clean water
and air, wind protection, soil fertility and poléition), which is not easily replaced with
technological solutions, and only at exorbitanttecand at efficiency levels that cannot
compare with the efficiency of biotic systems.

It is estimated that by 2050 a further 11% of tlaural areas remaining in Europe in 2000
could be lost. Public institutions should therefore focus spcian the consequences of
this phenomenon and increase investment in prageeicosystems, also giving attention to

MIT: http://web.mit.edu/cre/research/ncc/casestudies,.htm

Hong Kong:http://www.info.gov.hk/digital21/eng/strategy/2068feword.htm
Arabianranta (Helsinki) irhttps://www.taik.fi/en/about_taik/arabianranta_.htm

The title is drawn from the new economics foundatieport "A Green New Deal", London, 2009, whicim é& downloaded
from: www.neweconomics.org/projects/green-new-deal.

6.4.3

7.

7.1
efficient.

7.2

8. The biotic city

8.1 Developing the ecological network

8.1.1

8.1.2
urban ecosystems.

11 . . .
The u-city experiments are taking place at:
Milla Digital: http://www.milladigital.es/ingles
Tokyo: http://www.tokyo-ubinavi.jp/en/about.html
Singaporehttp://www.itu.int/ubiquitous

12

13

The European Commission report drhe Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiver§®£EB), downloadable from
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodivefsgdgnomick
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Energy production from renewable sources

The city is a strategic element in the developmentf renewable energies.Indeed,
technological improvements and innovations to Ingatind cooling plantsyhich account
for 40-50% of global energy demandare at the heart of the EU 20-20-20 policy to imero
energy services (cutting greenhouse gases andyecengumption and increasing the use of
renewable energies by 20%).

The increased production of energy from renewableces under the SET Plan (Strategic
Energy Technology Plan) is extremely important bseaof its implications for employment.

Urban communities should therefore be the firsa¢quire new technologies. The Council
and Parliament decisions to finance the SET Plamseery well suited to achieving this

purpose.

The material city
Improving the energy efficiency of buildings

Improving the energy efficiency of buildings and infrastructue is a strategic factor for
the EU's urban renewal Due to new technologies, there is considerabterpial for energy
efficiency gains. By 2050, primary energy demandl@dall by about 300 exajoules, with an
annual reduction of 20-25 gigatons of £O'he EU's current annual investment in
technologies to improve energy efficiency is ad®uR 60 billion per annum.

In 2005, a European Commission study estimated tti@tinvestment required to achieve
energy savings of 20% would create a million jofliseCtly and indirectly). Savings will be
concentrated in the areas of building lighting,icaf buildings, domestic appliances and
cogeneration.

The EESC trusts that the objective is not justaiesenergy but to turn every building into a
power station.

This will involve considerable investment in resgam the coming years and is destined to
transform the way cities are built in order to opsie their metabolism through the use of
innovative materials and increasingly sophisticdteittling site logistics solutions.

Renewing the architectural heritage requires fir@nsynergies and global policies of
cooperation, since:

— aloss of competitiveness for the sector and ipplsers would have a negative impact on
employment;

— it must compete against international systems, atsibe rapidly expanding Asian
systemsfor which regeneration measures should be seen apasis for exportation;
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— European countries with lower incomes must be invekd in the process;
— it should not be dissociated from social housing sses, which affect millions of
Europeans

Integrated infrastructure system

EU documents on social cohesion stress the impmetaof integrating all types of
infrastructure, a concept that goes beyond enswoag links between regions. In Europe,
funds set aside for the modernisation of netwonksl 2020 amount to EUR 600 million,
including EUR 90 billion for intelligent infrastriiere.

Integrated infrastructure should also be an importabjective of urban regeneration and
should include access to:

— services such as healthcare, education, and saiskaienergy, which are becoming
interactive due to telecommunications networks,ifistance in the case of telemedicine
and distance learning;

— transport systems, the sustainable integration lithvinvolves improving rail links,
inland waterways, access to airports, developingrimodal transport chains and
advanced traffic management systems, and improgyide and footpaths. Integrated
transport systems support urban policies aimed/@itlieng urban sprawl in order to cut
the energy and social costs of commuting and comiaidransactions;

— a sustainable transport system and efficient engygiem are fundamental to EU urban
regeneration policy, which should prioritise thaafiicing of sustainable transport and
functional energy networks that extend to the shbtinat need regenerating;

— energy networks: growth in the electric poweredgport sector (see the Renewable
Energy Directive), telecommunications technologiasd computers generates an
exponential rise in energy consumption; an intehliigdistribution network is therefore
required to minimise loss, increase efficiency, da needs and absorb excess solar
energy production; Furthermore, a network of eleityrand hydrogen refuelling stations,
supplied from locally produced renewable sourcesykl be promoted,

— telematic networks, especially broadband intermetw essential to businesses and
families.

The city of bits
Highly interactive urban platforms, currently beirdgveloped through new-generation
communication technologies, are destined to spgedirban reconversion processes and

introduce innovative factors that will contributgbstantially towards:

— a shift away from the central role played by roaftastructure, in favour of synergies
between roads, GPS, computers and creating a riethatrwould allow the development
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of interactive logistics systems, linking up honaesoss the world, extending their role
and transforming them, through connectivity, inkaces of work, leisure, healthcare, etc.;

— integrating the public and private supply of seegicthis would result in reconversion
processes that would enable public administratiatfggms (planning permission, land
registries, tax, etc.) to provide interactive ascéx businesses, homes, and citizens'
personal digital devices;

— making radical progress in delivering health sexsiat significantly reduced costs; new
network technologies, miniaturisation and the pulityg of apparatuses enable the
home-based monitoring of the most important vitahctions and online healthcare
procedures;

— reducing asymmetries in relations between citizms knowledge holders (technicians,
doctors, politicians, etc.) in order to transfonmaditional top-down structures into new
collaborative structures;

— actively monitoring the entire urban life cyclednder to achieve substantial savings in
urban resource management.

The solidarity-based city

The factors considered so far, albeit substantiet, instrumental to urban regeneration
processes, which are ultimately aimed at increasowjal cohesion in compliance with the
EU's oft-reiterated fundamental principle.

Increasing social cohesion means renewing manadesystems at all levels ranging from
the EU to the local authorities in order to tadkle complexity and diversity of the relations
that characterise our society. This is changing dhain of relations with respect to the
collaboration approach, the reduction of asymmetrésd the evolution of the concept of
leadership.

The collaboration approach underpins sustainablemagement and aims to give all
stakeholders access to choices. This approach bbhgaugh the activation of civic forums
and increased its potential through the developroéirtteractive technological media. It is
summarised in the US National Academy of Public Adstration's slogan "Ask not what

your country can do for you, ask what we can dettlug‘“.

Reducing asymmetries: being able to access inoglgsefficient knowledge systems and
hold dialogue in real time shortens the distande/den those who hold knowledge and those
who used to be its passive users. It changes huetaimons but also the meaning of urban
spaces, which become catalysts for new types afioal (e.g. out-patient/first aid facilities
that are being relocated from hospitals to undengtcstations and hypermarkets, etc.)

14

Downloadable fronmttp://www.collaborationproject.org/display/homefide
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11.5 The evolution of the concept of leadership: thetrdeturing of systems of relations and
growing opportunities for collaboration call forwmeoles for public representatives, who are
required to demonstrate both leadership and fatiilig skills.

11.6 The substantial change in the system of relatigesn® up opportunities for profound change
in organisational models, especially for local auities, as part of a trend that can be defined
as a transition from actions, typical of strategiians, to the activation of shared platforms,
typical of management based on sustainability. flagform model, already tried by the EU
in the organisation of the production and knowledgetors, would be extended to develop a
dense network of relations aimed at involving &lkeholders in the urban community and
facilitating subsidiarity policies between weak attbng communities. Thus, we can speak
of:

e a community building platform aimed at hosting thédest possible spectrum of
stakeholders, and local community consortia;

» aknowledge platform aimed at developing innovakinewledge and research policies as
well as promoting creative urban refurbishment;

» a technological platform aimed at providing a raneital know-how and at activating
and managing innovative processes;

* aresources platform for:

- the development of innovative financial instrumentisrough public-private
cooperation modelled on JESSICA and JASPERS;

— the implementation of financial policies that prdmoequality and benefit
low-income earners by involving them in overarchimgan renewal strategies;

— the development of accounting policies to deterntimeeconomic value of goods and
services that assess the cost of extracting naesalrces and of waste disposal. The
objective is to establish a tax policy geared ttewimg the wasteful use of primary
resources. The revenue thus derived should be eledrto supporting vulnerable
social groups.

Brussels, 26 May 2010.
The President

of the
European Economic and Social Committee

Mario Sepi
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